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CARE  AND  HANDLING  OF  BIG  GAME  TROPHIES 


The  first  anxiety  of  any  big  game  hunter  after  killing  his  game  is  for 
his  trophies.  If  the  animal  is  properly  cared  for  by  the  outfitter  or  guide  it 
insures  the  hunter  that  the  heads  and  capes  will  reach  the  taxidermist  in  good 
condition  and  suitable  for  mounting.  This  concern  of  the  hunter  is  quite  easily 
understood  as  he  has  gone  to  considerable  expense  to  secure  these  trophies 
and  to  have  them  ruined  by  improper  handling  or  care  by  the  outfitter  or 
guide  will  naturally  cause  some  disappointment  in  connection  with  his  trip. 

During  the  last  two  or  three  years  there  has  been  a  steady  decline 
in  the  efficiency  of  the  outfitters  and  guides  of  this  Province  in  the  handling 
and  care  of  big  game  trophies.  The  capes  and  antlers  forv/arded  by  the  out¬ 
fitters  to  the  taxidermists  show  in  many  cases  great  neglect  and  inefficiency 
in  handling.  Last  year,  in  some  instances,  the  taxidermists  had  to  return  the 
capes  to  the  owners  as  they  had  been  spoiled  in  the  skinning  and  handling. 
The  taxidermist  simply  refused  to  work  with  such  poor  material.  His  good 
name  as  a  tradesman  would  suffer  in  mounting  poor  trophies. 

In  examining  many  of  these  capes,  horns  and  antlers  it  was  found  that 
the  main  faults  were: 

The  cape  had  invariably  been  cut  too  short,  especially  in  the 
brisket.  When  the  cape  is  cut  off  square  at  the  neck  there  is  not 
enough  hide  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  neck  to  make  a  good  mount. 

The  eyes  are  not  carefully  skinned  out.  In  many  cases  the  eye-lids 
are  cut  off  which  will,  of  course,  ruin  the  mount.  Not  sufficient  care  is 
taken  in  skinning  out  the  lips,  particularly  in  the  corners  of  the  mouth 
where  in  many  instances  the  skin  is  cut  through,  not  leaving  any  hide 
in  the  corner  of  the  mouth  for  the  taxidermist  to  work  with.  The  nostrils 
are  not  skinned  out  properly.  In  many  cases  the  inside  of  the  nostrils 
are  cut  off,  ruining  the  trophy. 

Cutting  the  antlers  off  the  skull  with  an  axe  and  not  leaving  a 
sufficient  amount  of  the  brain  case  for  the  antlers  or  horns  to  be 
properly  fastened  to  the  mount.  In  other  words,  not  enough  bone 
with  which  to  make  the  proper  attachment  to  the  skull. 

Allowing  the  cape  to  dry  out  in  the  sun,  thus  ruining  it. 

It  is  very  important  for  the  outfitters  to  see  that  his  guides  know  how 
to  take  care  of  big  game  trophies.  A  satisfied  hunter  is  one  of  the  best 
advertisers  an  outfitter  can  have.  Guides  should  be  carefully  instructed  how 


to  handle  trophies  before  being  allowed  to  go  into  the  mountains  in  that 
capacity.  Every  guide  should  know  the  following: 

Do  not  risk  spoiling  capes  of  big  game  by  allowing  them  to  dry 
out  in  the  sun  as  an  unsalted  dried  out  cape  will  invariably  spoil  in 
the  relaxing  process. 

Carry  a  lot  of  salt  on  the  trip  and  be  sure  to  salt  all  the  capes 

well. 

Before  starting  to  skin  out  the  head  of  a  trophy,  cut  around  the 
gums  in  close  by  the  teeth,  taking  particular  care  to  leave  sufficient 
skin  in  the  corners  of  the  mouth  so  as  to  leave  plenty  of  lip  for  mount¬ 
ing.  Skin  out  the  inside  of  the  nostrils  so  as  to  leave  plenty  of  nostril 
for  the  taxidermist  to  work  with.  Do  not  cut  off  the  eye-lids,  it  ruins 
the  mount. 

Do  not  remove  any  of  the  cartilage  from  the  ears,  it  will  ruin 
them. 

In  the  matter  of  moose,  carefully  split  the  pouch  and  the  bell 
so  as  to  open  it  up  and  rub  plenty  of  salt  on  the  inside  to  prevent 
spoiling. 

All  capes  should  be  taken  off  well  back  on  the  shoulder  and  well 
back  under  the  front  legs.  The  taxidermist  needs  all  the  brisket  portion 
to  make  a  good  mount.  This  is  most  important,  especially  in  large 
mounts,  such  as  elk  and  moose. 

In  connection  with  Goats,  do  not  remove  the  gland  which  is 
found  at  the  base  of  the  horns  on  the  Mountain  Goat  as  it  becomes 
necessary  for  the  Taxidermist  to  build  up  the  head,  giving  him  con¬ 
siderable  extra  work  in  mounting. 

When  removing  the  antlers  and  horns,  a  good  portion  of  the 
brain  case  at  the  back  of  the  antlers  and  horns  should  be  left  attached, 
simply  saw  off  the  lower  portion  of  the  skull  to  allow  for  cleaning  the 
brain  out  of  the  brain  case.  If  the  antlers  are  chopped  off  with  an  axe, 
in  practically  every  case  sufficient  bone  is  not  left  to  allow  for  proper 
fastening  to  the  mounted  head.  In  the  case  of  Sheep  and  Goat,  all  the 
upper  portion  of  the  head  should  be  left  attached  to  the  horns.  This 
is  most  necessary,  particularly  in  the  case  of  Goats  as  their  heads 
differ  considerably  in  length  and  shape.  The  taxidermist  does  not  re¬ 
quire  the  lower  jaws  but  he  does  require  all  the  upper  portion  of  the 
head,  and  preferably  all  of  the  brain  case. 
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